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At the HEART of Our Work...

“...Instead of focusing on the job as a reward for completing their education, I encourage students to 
aim for a career that aligns with their values, interests and skills. Concentrating on a job is terminal, 

stressful and boring. Career development is long-term, constantly changing and full of possibility -- a 
marathon, not a sprint. Education is a part of this development, not just a means to an end.” 

Dr. Stephanie K. Eberle
Assistant Dean of Stanford University’s BioSci Careers

Inside Higher Education 
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https://www.insidehighered.com/advice/2018/11/26/students-must-start-thinking-about-career-development-early-opinion


What is Career Education in Your Own Words?



What is Career Education?
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Career Education is….

❖  Helping develop knowledge and 
skills to choose a career

❖  Evaluating possible career paths
❖ Bringing occupational relevant to 

academic curriculum
❖  Having experiences designed to 

prepare students for the world of 
work

“...developing knowledge, skills and attitudes through a planned program of learning 
experiences in education and training settings which will assist all students to make 
informed decisions about their study and/or work options and enable effective 
participation in their working life…” - Career Industry Council of Australia



For Students
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“Career Day really put the workplace in 
perspective for me. Networking was a 
truly real and new experience and I’m 

glad I was taught how to do it this 10th 
grade year. Now I have the ability to 

network and get a job at a young age.”

-Student Reflection
 Mastery Shoemaker Career Day 
STEM Fellows Cohort 1 Project

For Society
“Pennsylvania’s economic future depends 

on having a well-educated and skilled 
workforce. No student should leave 
secondary education without a solid 

foundation in Career Education and Work

 

It is the rapidly changing workplace and 
the demand for continuous learning and 

innovation on the part of the workers that 
drive the need to establish academic 

standards in Career Education
and Work” 

--PA Career Ed. & Work Standards.

Why is Career Education important?

Supporting students in making well informed choices about subjects can lead them to have a 
more optimistic outlook on life, sense of purpose and greater level of contribution that they 
make to their families and society. - Career Industry Council of Australia



PA Career Education and Work Standards
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What does Career Education have to do with PA 
Future Ready?
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Career Readiness

Work Based 
Learning Experience



More on the indicators:
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Career Readiness Indicators:

Ongoing measurement 3rd-11th grade

Connected to PA Education and Work Standards:
● Career Awareness and Preparation (Section 13.1)
● Career Acquisition (Getting a Job) (Section 13.2)
● Career Retention and Advancement (Section 13.3)
● Entrepreneurship (Section 13.4)

Career Portfolio
● 2 pieces of evidence each year

○ Data collected end of 5th, 8th, 11th grade  
through PIMS

Individualized career plan
○ Data collected end of 8th and 11th grade  

through PIMS

Industry Based Learning Experience Indicator:

Measured in 12th grade 

Options for meeting indicator:
● Industry Standards-Based Competency 

Assessment (NOCTI/NIMS)
● Industry recognized credentials
● Work-based learning experience

Example Work-based learning experiences:
○ Registered Apprenticeship
○ Cooperative Work
○ Internship
○ Service-Learning
○ School-Sponsored Enterprise

Data collected at end of 12th grade through PIMS



11

Example Resources for Learning- # 1 - Career OneStop

Description: Online source for career 
exploration, jobs and training 
information. 

Highlight Services
● Career Assessments 
● Career Database with state 

and federal statistics 
● Job search feature to find 

current employment 
opportunities 

● Connection to local resources
● Toolkit for job coaches and 

professionals supporting 
career exploration activities 

https://www.careeronestop.org/
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Career OneStop - Application

Remote Learning Use In-the class Use Examples

1.Career Cluster Scavenger 
Hunt

2. Investigate and Discuss by 
having students complete the 

Skills-to-Career Matcher or 
Interest-to-Career Survey and 
they have a virtual chat and 
chew about their matches. 

1.Career Exploration Activity 
2019 

2. Explore the “Pi Day STEM 
Career Activity” with students 

using the Career OneStop 
resources. 

1.Personalized Career Portfolio 
using “Finding Training 

Resources”. 

2. Career Growth Gallery Walk 
to allow teams of students to 

Create graphs comparing 
career clusters employment 

growth and wage differences 
using “Toolkit Resources”.  

https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/Skills/skills-matcher.aspx
https://www.careeronestop.org/toolkit/careers/interest-assessment.aspx
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lQzwNCw57bWHwRW3iBWPubbNKqJFD4lBxdqXNnVFnEQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lQzwNCw57bWHwRW3iBWPubbNKqJFD4lBxdqXNnVFnEQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://blog.careeronestop.org/teachers-try-pi-day-stem-career-activity/
https://blog.careeronestop.org/teachers-try-pi-day-stem-career-activity/
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Example Resources for Learning- #2
 U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS K-12 

Description: Educational arm of the BLS 
that has career cluster quick links, games 
and quizzes to apply learning, in addition to 
videos and lessons. 

Highlight Services
● Career Assessments 
● Career Database with state and 

federal statistics 
● Job search feature to find current 

employment opportunities 
● Connection to local resources
● Toolkit for job coaches and 

professionals supporting career 
exploration activities 

https://www.bls.gov/k12/home.htm
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U.S. BUREAU OF LABOR STATISTICS K-12 - Application

Remote Learning Use In-the class Use Examples

1 To build student’s career 
content knowledge and 
vocabulary have them 

complete any of the online 
games 

2. Students use BLS Career 
Exploration clusters quick facts 

database to design 
infographics.

1.BLS Teacher Desk Activities 
include:

What’s My Career for K-5?
How to spend YOUR $$$

Inflation me THAT! 
Choosing a Career! 
Chart Maker

1.Have students participate in 
“Predict and Project” activity. 
Where they use BLS Chart 
Maker and BLS Statistics to 

identify employment 
projections (growth and 

unemployment) and then 
predict the following years.

https://www.bls.gov/k12/games/%20.
https://www.bls.gov/k12/games/%20.
https://www.bls.gov/k12/students/careers/career-exploration.htm
https://www.bls.gov/k12/students/careers/career-exploration.htm
https://www.bls.gov/k12/teachers/activities/
https://www.bls.gov/k12/students/charts_tables/
https://www.bls.gov/k12/students/charts_tables/
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Example Resources for Learning- # 3 - 
“Life” Online through Play Spent and Claim Your Future

Description: Interactive games to promote 
life choices, cause and effect, and 
understanding finances.

Highlight Features
● Choose a career - features info on 

various careers to consider
● Make life choices related to daily 

living - rent, insurance, etc.
● Demonstrates how choices impact 

finances, daily life

http://playspent.org
https://fame.claimyourfuture.com
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“Life” Online through Play Spent 
and Claim Your Future - Application

Remote Learning Use In-the class Use Examples

To give students a chance to 
make their own choices and 

learn from outcomes. Set up a 
padlet or discussion board 

where students can reflect on 
their experience and that of 

others.

1.Next Gen Personal Finance - 
Simulation Blog

2. Claim your Fame -
 Teaching Guide

Have students work in groups 
and each complete the game 

based on the same career. 
After they are done have them 
use a cause and effect chart to 

share their experience with 
others.

https://www.ngpf.org/blog/activity/simulation-living-the-life-of-minimum-wage-worker-spent/
https://fame.claimyourfuture.com/wp-content/uploads/CYF-Educators-Guide.pdf
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Example Resources for Learning - #4
 Candid Careers

Description:  Library of videos recorded 
by various professionals on many 
career-related topics. 

Highlight Services
● Free Sample Videos
● Fee for larger selection and profiles
● Many primary sources 
● Connections to many careers
● Connections to many topics that 

related to all careers and 
cross-sector competencies.

https://www.candidcareer.com
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Candid Careers

Remote Learning Use In-the class Use Examples

1 Prepare a webquest for 
students focused on careers 
related to your content area 
and using the videos as the 

source of knowledge.. Review 
the sample free Candid Career 

page
2. Have students create 

interview questions about a 
specific career  and research 
to get them answered via the 

videos.

1.Have students who have 
their own ideas or budding 

careers create their own 
videos. Here are some young 

entrepreneurs  who have 
created their own videos on 

Kidspiration.

1.As you plan your content for 
the year, identify videos to 

share that match your content. 
Create a graphic organizer 

students can use throughout 
the year to document their 
interests and what they’ve 

learned from the videos.

https://www.candidcareer.com/samplevideos.php
https://www.candidcareer.com/samplevideos.php
https://www.teachervision.com/kidspiration-cool-jobs-videos-career-resources-kids
https://www.teachervision.com/kidspiration-cool-jobs-videos-career-resources-kids


Other Resources
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Curriculum PBS LearningMedia State Resources
Rozzy Learning

Khan Academy 
-Careers

Careers Connections 

Careers in Demand Series

Occupation STEM

PDE Academic 
Standards  for  

Career Education 
and Work 

https://www.rozzylearningcompany.com
https://www.khanacademy.org/college-careers-more/career-content
https://www.khanacademy.org/college-careers-more/career-content
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/career-connections
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/careers-in-demand/
https://whyy.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/occupation-stem/
https://www.stateboard.education.pa.gov/Documents/Regulations%20and%20Statements/State%20Academic%20Standards/Career%20Education%20and%20Work%20Standards.pdf
https://www.stateboard.education.pa.gov/Documents/Regulations%20and%20Statements/State%20Academic%20Standards/Career%20Education%20and%20Work%20Standards.pdf
https://www.stateboard.education.pa.gov/Documents/Regulations%20and%20Statements/State%20Academic%20Standards/Career%20Education%20and%20Work%20Standards.pdf
https://www.stateboard.education.pa.gov/Documents/Regulations%20and%20Statements/State%20Academic%20Standards/Career%20Education%20and%20Work%20Standards.pdf


Share your thoughts...

Idea **Sparks** for Career Education



Q & A Session



Stay in touch!

Shira Woolf Cohen, 
Founding Partner  

Info@EduConfident.com
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